SPEECH NOTES
7 March 2025 (REVISED 27 FEB 2025)
· LELANIE/TINA:  
· 8.15am
· HAVE MASTER PRESENTATION SHOWING
· Tina, make Lelanie Host, LELANIE pls MAKE TINA and Kim Co-Hosts

· TICK - ALLOW PANELISTS TO START VIDEO

· 9.00am HAVE MASTER PRESENTATION SHOWING 

· Practice run with each presenter
· 9.45AM – ask all presenters to mute and stop video - no presenters to start video or unmute
· 9.45am – BROADCAST Starts
· 10am – TINA START presenting

10.00AM

Tina

Good morning everyone and a warm welcome.  I’m Tina Khoury, CEO of the Australian Environment Business Network.
I would like to begin by acknowledging the Traditional Custodians of country throughout Australia, and their connection to land, sea and community. We pay our respects to Elders – past, present and emerging.

· On Behalf of the Australian Environment Business Network and our principal partners – ERM Energetics, Russell Kennedy Lawyers and Guthrie Legal

WELCOME TO THE

· 2025 AEBN ANNUAL NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENERGY WEBINAR. 
· Today’s Conference Webinar will provide an overview of the changes expected in 2025, on environmental, climate change, energy and carbon management matters, including funding opportunities from across Australia for businesses - to assist you to Plan for 2025. 
Just a little about the AEBN

We are a leading organisation that specialises in representing Industry, Business and Councils from across Australia on ENVIRONMENTAL and CARBON management matters, that are likely to impact our member organisations and their business operations.

Todate, the AEBN represents over 450 member businesses Australia wide.

One of our core objectives is to keep our members up to date with the ongoing changes to their environmental obligations – such as changes to legislation, guidelines, policies, reviews, funding opportunities, government initiatives and case studies on environmental best practice.  We achieve this, through our membership benefits, such as:

· Our fortnightly e-news that covers changes from across Australia 


· Our Seminars, Workshops and Webinars – are aimed to provide an all-round perspective to assist you in understanding IF, HOW and WHEN change should be implemented within your business operations;

· 30 minutes of complimentary legal INFORMATION – WHICH IS PROUDLY PROVIDED TO OUR MEMBERS BY law firms - Russell Kennedy Lawyers and Guthrie Legal - Who will also be presenting for us today.

· And many more benefits that are outlined on the MEMBERSHIP page of the AEBN website.

Just some Housekeeping before we commence:
· QUESTIONS: This is an interactive Conference Webinar and I encourage you to please ask any questions that you may have of our presenters today VIA THE Q&A ICON on your screens.  

· For questions that cannot be answered today by presenters, presenters may email their response to the AEBN and we will pass on those responses to delegates via email.  


· If you wish to make contact with our presenters, their contact details are provided on the last slide of their presentations. 


· A copy of the presentations will be provided to all delegates in .pdf format by COB Monday.


· Just to mention, A copy of the PROGRAM was emailed to all delegates yesterday. 


· We will have 3 breaks during our Conference – they are: 

· @ 11.40am; 1.10pm and 3.00pm 

· We will conclude our Conference at 4.00pm.
I would like to now introduce AEBN’s Facilitator of today’s Webinar, my colleague
– Lelanie Smuts.
Thank you Lelanie.
TN - MUTE & STOP VIDEO.
10.05am
LELANIE - CHANGE SLIDE TO LELANIE
LELANIE - UNMUTE YOU & START VIDEO
Lelanie/Lelanie –

· Good morning everyone 
BEFORE WE COMMENCE - 

· Webinar Guidance
· …..

· Our first presenter for this morning is:

Victoria Cross
Partner, Corporate Sustainability and Climate Change, with
ERM 

Victoria will take us through new mandatory climate-related financial disclosure laws; update on environmental, social and governance Regulations in Australia and abroad, and provide guidance on turning your climate targets into reality.

Victoria leads ERM’s global reporting and disclosure service, and recently moved to the Asia-Pacific region to assist companies navigate the complex mandatory sustainability disclosure regulations. For over 25 years, Victoria has worked internationally and has considerable experience assisting organisations understand and manage the risks and opportunities posed by environmental, social and governance topics. 
Welcome Victoria.

(Lelanie to MUTE, STOP SHARE, STOP VIDEO.  Next Presenter to UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN)

At the conclusion of the presenter’s presentation, 

· LELANIE: UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN
· Thank you Victoria.

· QUESTIONS:  We will now take questions.  (Lelanie, please read out any questions (please keep your eye on the time);

· At conclusion of Q&A –

· Thank you Victoria for your time and presentation. 

Our next presenter is –
Jane Wardlaw

General Manager of the National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting and Safeguard Branch, with the
Clean Energy Regulator

Jane will take us through the Safeguard Mechanism reforms and how it interacts with Australian Carbon Credit Units and emissions reduction

Just a little about Jane
Jane leads several key projects that will support the implementation of reforms to the Safeguard Mechanism. These include the development of the agency’s new Unit and Certificate Registry and the replacement of the Emissions and Energy Reporting System. 

Jane has extensive experience in regulatory roles, with a particular focus on the implementation of climate policy.

Welcome Jane.

(Lelanie to MUTE, STOP SHARE, STOP VIDEO.  Next Presenter to UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN)

At the conclusion of the presenter’s presentation, 

· LELANIE: UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN
· Thank you Jane.

· QUESTIONS:  We will now take questions.  (Lelanie, please read out any questions (please keep your eye on the time);

· At conclusion of Q&A –

· Thank you Jane for an informative presentation. 


· We will now take a break and we will return at 11.55am sharp.

When we return, we will hear ERM Energetics present on Renewable Energy for Corporates – how to navigate the renewable energy transition. 

· Thank you and see you at 11.55am.

· MUTE, STOP VIDEO, PLS HAVE AEBN ‘TEA BREAK’ SLIDE SHOWING PLEASE.
*************
11.55AM – Please commence - have presenter’s intro slide showing pls:

LELANIE: UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN and have presenter’s intro slide showing pls:

· Welcome back everyone…


· Our next presenter is – 
Gilles Walgenwitz
Partner and General Manager, Energy Markets
ERM 


Gilles will take us through Renewable Energy for Corporates – Navigating the renewable energy transition – the challenges and strategies for corporates

Just a little about Gilles

Gilles supports corporate buyers and developers including investors in renewable energy generation assets, to navigate Australia’s complex, and at times, turbulent energy markets. Gilles is an expert in the nation’s transition to clean energy.  He has negotiated large scale conventional and renewable power purchase agreements, storage and gas tolling agreements, as well as structured products. Gilles is also an Australian Financial Services licence Responsible Manager for ERM Energetics.

Welcome Gilles
Presenter to UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN
*******************

At the conclusion of the presenter’s presentation, 

LELANIE: UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN
· Thank you Gilles.  

· QUESTIONS:  We will now take questions.  (Lelanie, please read out any questions (please keep your eye on the time);

At conclusion of Q&A –

· Thank you very much Gilles for your time and informative presentation.

Have next presenter’s intro slide showing pls:

· Moving onto the Commonwealth, QLD, WA, NT and TAS - Our next presenter is – 

· Gabrielle Guthrie

Principal, with

Guthrie Legal

Gabrielle will present a legal perspective of key changes within the Commonwealth, QLD, WA, NT and Tasmanian jurisdictions, including trends in prosecutions.
Bio

Gabrielle is a leading environment, planning and climate change lawyer. She helps corporations and government agencies with legal risk management, including developing environmental compliance and governance systems, advising in relation to incident response, defending clients in EPA-led enforcement action, and advising on major projects and transactions. Her clients often have sites in multiple jurisdictions and Gabrielle has advised on matters in all Australian States and Territories. 


Welcome Gabrielle Guthrie.

Presenter to UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN
*******************



At the conclusion of the presenter’s presentation, 

· LELANIE: UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN
· Thank you Gabrielle;
· QUESTIONS:  We will now take questions.  (Lelanie, please read out any questions (please keep your eye on the time);

· At conclusion of Q&A –

· Thank you Gabrielle for your informative presentation. 


· We will now take a break and will return at 1.10pm sharp.

· When we return, we will hear EPA Victoria’s CEO present on environmental compliance changes; initiatives for businesses and EPA Victoria’s expectations of Victorian businesses in 2025.
· Thank you and see you at 1.40pm.

· MUTE, STOP VIDEO, PLS HAVE AEBN ‘TEA BREAK’ SLIDE SHOWING PLEASE.
*************
.
1.10PM – Please change slide to Lee Miezis and Please commence

LELANIE: UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN and have presenter’s intro slide showing pls:

· Welcome back everyone…and moving onto Victoria

· Our next presenter is - 


· Lee Miezis  (Lelanie - pronounced Myzis)
CEO of EPA Victoria 


· Lee will present on environmental compliance changes; initiatives for businesses and EPA Victoria’s expectations of Victorian businesses in 2025.
Just a little about Lee:

In May 2021, Lee was appointed CEO of EPA Victoria.  Lee is responsible for the operational performance of the organisation and, in association with EPA’s Governing Board, setting its strategic direction. 

Welcome Lee.


Presenter to UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN
*******************

LELANIE: UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN
· Thank you Lee.  

· QUESTIONS:  We will now take questions.  (Lelanie, please read out any questions (please keep your eye on the time);

At conclusion of Q&A –

· Thank you very much Lee for your time and presentation.


· Just a reminder, if you would like to make contact with our presenters, their contact details are on the last slide of their presentations.
Lelanie, pls Change slide to Stefan

Our next presenter is – 


Stefan Fiedler
Principal at 

Russell Kennedy Lawyers

Stefan will provide a legal perspective on environmental law in Victoria and an update on compliance in 2025

Bio:

Stefan is a leading environmental lawyer whose practice involves landfills, solid waste management, contaminated land and groundwater, EPA licensing and approvals, trade waste, stormwater drainage and enforcement. 

Prior to practicing law, Stefan worked as an environmental engineer for 
EPA Victoria.

Welcome Stefan.
Presenter to UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN
*******************

LELANIE: UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN
· Thank you Stefan.  

· QUESTIONS:  We will now take questions.  (Lelanie, please read out any questions (please keep your eye on the time);

At conclusion of Q&A –

· Thank you very much Stefan for your presentation.


· Just a reminder, if you would like to make contact with our presenters, their contact details are on the last slide of their presentations.

Lelanie, pls Change slide to Kay
Moving on to NSW, our next presenter is:


Kay Baxter

Manager of Policy, with
NSW EPA
Kay will present on NSW EPA’s Climate change policy and climate change action plan 2023-26, including a Protection of the Environment Policy for sustainable construction, and much more.

Just a little about Kay:

Kay has 30 years’ experience in environmental policy in Australia and New Zealand. 
In her current role at NSW EPA, Kay is developing policy to support greenhouse gas emissions reductions in NSW, and reducing the risks that climate change impacts pose to the environmental performance of EPA’s licensees.

Welcome Kay.

Presenter to UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN
*******************

At the conclusion of the presenter’s presentation, 

LELANIE: UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN
· Thank you Kay.  

· QUESTIONS:  We will now take questions.  (Lelanie, please read out any questions (please keep your eye on the time);

At conclusion of Q&A –

· Thank you very much Kay for your informative presentation.

· Just a reminder, if you would like to make contact with our presenters, their contact details are on the last slide of their presentations.

· We will now take a break and will return at 3.15pm sharp.

When we return, we will hear SA EPA present on the changes expected in 2025 that relate to environmental and climate change compliance.

· Thank you and see you at 3.15pm.

· MUTE, STOP VIDEO, PLS HAVE AEBN ‘TEA BREAK’ SLIDE SHOWING PLEASE.
*************
3.15PM – Please commence

LELANIE: UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN and have presenter’s intro slide showing pls:

· Welcome back everyone…


· Moving on to South Australia – presenting for us, we have: 

· Kathryn Bellette
Director of Policy Assessment and Finance, with
SA EPA


Kathryn will present on the changes expected in 2025 that relate to environmental and climate change compliance.


Welcome Kathryn.


Presenter to UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN
************

LELANIE: UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN
· Thank you Kathryn.  

· QUESTIONS:  We will now take questions.  (Lelanie, please read out any questions (please keep your eye on the time);

At conclusion of Q&A –

· Thank you very much Kathryn for your time and presentation.

Have next presenter’s intro slide showing pls:

Our last presenter for today is – 

Andrea Ytuarte Orantes
Senior Consultant, with
Anthesis

Andrea will take us through funding and grant opportunities from across Australia for businesses that relates to environmental projects.
Just a little about Anthesis:

Anthesis guides clients as they transition to decarbonised and more sustainable futures.  Anthesis is positioned to manage risk and find value for its clients in their transformation journeys.

Welcome Andrea.
Presenter to UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN
*******************

At the conclusion of the presenter’s presentation, 

LELANIE: UNMUTE, START VIDEO and SHARE SCREEN
· Thank you Andrea.  

· QUESTIONS:  We will now take questions for Andrea.  (Lelanie, please read out any questions (please keep your eye on the time);

· Thank you Andrea for your informative presentation today.



Lelanie – PLS CHANGE SLIDE TO the last slide
At the end of session:
· I would like to welcome back our CEO Tina Khoury.

Lelanie - MUTE, STOP VIDEO, PLEASE HAVE LAST SLIDE SHOWING

CLOSING

TINA - UNMUTE, START VIDEO –
· Thank you Lelanie.
· This brings us to the end of our Conference today;

· I would like to sincerely thank each of our presenters for their informative presentations. And THANK YOU to our Principal Partners – ERM Energetics, Russell Kennedy Lawyers and Guthrie Legal -Thank you!
· If you would like to make contact with our presenters, their contact details are on the last slide of their presentations or contact the AEBN and we will pass on their details to you.

· Just a reminder, The AEBN will email a copy of all presentations in .pdf format to delegates by cob Monday.
· AEBNs next interactive workshop webinars are:
· Series 1 to Dangerous goods, hazardous substance and GHS on the 2nd April; and 
· Series 2 to Dangerous Goods and Hazardous substances on the 3rd April  

· I hope today’s WEBINAR has been informative for you.

· On behalf of the –

· Australian Environment Business Network and our partners 
· thank you for your attendance and participation.  

Thank you.
TINA, LELANIE TO MUTE, STOP VIDEO PLEASE HAVE LAST SLIDE SHOWING for 15min.
