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Lotsearch: Company Background

Founded: 2014

Vision: To build a more environmentally aware Australia

Mission: Pioneers of best in class environmental information and insight

Comprehensive: We have built the largest database in Australia with over 1,000 environmental datasets

Products: We offer nationwide searches including contaminated land and natural hazards e.g. bushfire risk

Quality: Our industry leading reporting solutions are used and relied upon by the legal sector

Capabilities: We have built a customised suite of reports designed specifically for lawyers and coneyancers 

Technology: Our products are integrated into the Property Enquiries Section of the TriSearch Platform

We include hazard alerts to help clients understand if there may be a potential risk 

Service: Our products are delivered automatically and we have a dedicated support team available

Protects Clients 
From 

Environmental 
Risk

Current, Accurate 
&  

Comprehensive 
Data

Available 
Nationwide 

“Australia’s trusted source of land and property information, 
aiding industry experts to identify potential environmental risks.”
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‘Known’ Contamination
Records related to contaminated land, held by state environmental regulators 
and selected federal government agencies on publicly available registers.



● Some datasets are supplied by government agencies 
as spatial data files.
○ ‘Plug and play’
○ Series of checks for spatial accuracy and ensure the data 

is fit for purpose.
○ Query back to data custodian if errors are found.

● Most datasets are mapped by Lotsearch.
○ Supplied lot/plan numbers, street address, or lat/long 

co-ordinates are geocoded to polygon boundaries.
○ Contradictory or erroneous records are queried back to 

data custodian.

● Sources can be local, state or federal government.

Regulatory Data & Public Registers

EPA NSW Contaminated Land Register (~1000 sites in Sydney 
region)

EPA VIC Pollution Notices, Priority Sites, and Audits (~4300 sites in Melbourne region)



Lotsearch Database – EPA Priority Sites Register & Notices

600m



Lotsearch Access 17 Victorian Public Registers
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Public Register Name

EPA Priority Sites

EPA Site Management Orders

EPA Register of Permissions

Legacy EPA Licensed Activities

Legacy EPA Works Approvals

Legacy EPA Prescribed Industrial Waste

EPA Preliminary Risk Screening Assessments

EPA Environmental Audit Reports

Planning Scheme Overlay - Environmental Audits

EPA PFAS Site Investigations

Defence 3 Year Regional Contamination Investigation Program

Airservices Australia National PFAS Management Program

Defence PFAS Investigation & Management Program - Investigation Sites

Defence PFAS Investigation & Management Program - Management Sites

Former EPA Priority Sites & Other Remedial Notices

EPA Groundwater Zones with Restricted Uses

EPA Victorian Landfill Register



Why the other registers are important?

600m

The Lotsearch report searches 16 other registers, including:

1. An additional 7,500 records affected by pollution notices 

2. Properties which have on-going management orders for controlling contamination

3. Over 8,000 regulated properties where potentially contaminating activities are undertaken

4. Over 8,000 records on landfills and waste sites in Victoria

5. Over 6,000 sites where environmental audits have been undertaken

6. PFAS Investigation areas - new contaminant of concern & forever chemicals 

7. Contamination investigations on land outside the EPA jurisdiction e.g. Defence land & Airports

8. Areas where Groundwater use is restricted due to contamination

9. Properties that would require (expensive) environmental audits if a development is undertaken



Mapping Registers (Victoria)

600m

Environmental Audit Record (55950-1)
Orange Point (Environmental Audit Record mapped by VIC EPA & Displayed on Victoria Unearthed) 

Orange Rectangle (Environmental Audit Record mapped by Lotsearch)



Lotsearch EPA Priority Sites Register Plus+

Price: $95 | Delivery: Within 1 Business Day
Contains: key information from publicly available government registers to identify contaminated land & groundwater

Easier to identify records as they are included on a map with links to key documents (where available)!



Potential Contamination

Potentially contaminated land is land where a known past or present activity or 
event occurring on or off the land may have caused contamination on the land.

Definition from VIC Planning Practice Note: PPN30



Common Sources of Contamination

• abattoir
• abrasive blasting
• airport
• asbestos production/disposal
• asphalt manufacturing
• automotive repair/engine works
• battery manufacturing/recycling
• bitumen manufacturing
• boat building/maintenance
• breweries/distilleries
• brickworks
• cement manufacture
• ceramic works
• chemical 

manufacturing/storage/blending
• chemical treatment/destruction 

facilities
• coke works
• compost manufacturing
• concrete batching
• council works depot
• defence works
• drum re-conditioning facility

•dry cleaning
•electrical/electrical components 
manufacture
•electricity generation/power station
•electroplating
•explosives industry
•fertiliser manufacture or storage
•fibreglass reinforced plastic manufacture
•fill sites
•firefighting or training (use of foams)
•foundry
•fuel storage depot
•gasworks
•glass manufacture
•historical goldmining activities
•iron and steel works
•landfill sites/waste depots
•lime works
•materials recycling and transfer stations
•mass animal burial on agricultural sites
•metal coating / electroplating
•metal finishing and treatments
•metal smelting/refining/finishing

•mining and extractive industries
•oil or gas production/refining
•pest control depots
•printing shops
•pulp or paper works
•railway yards
•scrap metal recovery
•service stations/fuel storage
•sewage treatment plant
•ship building/breaking yards
•shipping facilities – bulk (rate <100 
t/day)
•shooting or gun clubs
•stock dipping sites
•tannery (and associated trades)
•textile operations
•timber preserving/treatment
•tyre manufacturing
•underground storage tanks
•utility depots
•waste 
treatment/incineration/disposal
•wool scouring.

(Extracted from Victoria Planning Practice Note PP30 – Click here to access)

https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/guides-and-resources/guides/planning-practice-notes/potentially-contaminated-land


Historical Business Directories



Frequent problems with 
historical records

● Renumbered Roads

● Renamed Roads

● Renamed Suburbs

Historical Datasets - Challenges



Historical Insights – Former Gasworks (VIC)

1. Original Source

SiteName DateOpened YearClosed BuiltBy
Ararat Gasworks 7 January 1888 Coates & Co.
Bacchus Marsh Gasworks 23 September 1889 Coates & Co.
Bairnsdale Gasworks 31 August 1889 1959 Coates & Co.
Ballarat Gasworks 17 July 1858 A.K Smith
Beechworth Gasworks 21 December 1881 McLean Bros. & Rigg
Benalla Gasworks 10 May 1887 Coates & Co.
Bendigo Gasworks 31 March 1860 A.K Smith
Box Hill Gasworks 6 January 1890 1969 Coates & Co.
Brighton (Central) Gasworks 6 August 1887 Coates & Co.
Brighton (Moorabin) Gasworks 6 August 1887 Coates & Co.
Brighton Gasometers 2 July 1877 Courtis
Brunswick Gasworks 30 April 1891 Hutchison
Castlemaine Gasworks 22 June 1859 A.K Smith
Clunes Gasworks 12 July 1862 Courtis
Colac Gasworks 11 December 1886 Bowman
Collingwood (Fitzroy) Gasworks 1 May 1861 Dodds 

SiteName Evidence_1 Evidence_2 Evidence_3
Collingwood (Fitzroy) Gasworks Victorian Heritage Database Report places.vic.gov.au collingwood parish map

2. Initial Extract (& Peer Review)

3. Validation that record exists

4. Map Feature Boundary



Historical Insights – Former Landfill (NSW)
Unhealthy Building Lands 

Register 1985



Case Study showing modern housing estate built on historical landfill site - Victoria

1931195419842015



Historical Maps & Plans
● Lotsearch have sourced unique series of maps

● Scanned at highest resolution

● Identify former land use

● Identify potential contamination sources

● Digitising helps preserve historical artifacts 

● Stitching maps together to create seamless layers



Lotsearch Contaminated Land Screening Report

Price: $500 | Delivery: Within 1 Business Day
Contains: key information from publicly available government registers and potential contamination sources.

Includes a contaminated land screening assessment page.



Known & Potential Contamination



‘Known’ Contamination – VIC EPA Priority Sites Register



‘Potential’ Contamination Hazards (+25,000 Sites)



Lotsearch Contaminated Land Analysis - Victoria



Lotsearch Contaminated Land Analysis - NSW

Known vs Potential Contamination on a Lot Basis



● Lotsearch have developed the most comprehensive ‘Historical Land Use Database’ (HLUD) in Australia.

● Millions of historical business records (Universal Business Directories & Sands & McDougall).

● Over 500,000 historical aerial photographs.

● Over 50,000 historical maps & plans.

● We have identified over 25,000 ‘known’ contaminated, regulated or sites under investigation.

● We have identified over 250,000 ‘potentially’ contaminated sites (former high-risk activities). 

● Site history can now be easily delivered as one package.

Results



Case Studies – ‘In the News’



This remote property in Victoria’s far west – code named ‘Lemon 
Springs’ – is believed to be the site of one of the largest illicit toxic 
waste dumps ever created in Australia. Click here to access article!

Case Study: Australia’s Worst Toxic Dump

https://www.smh.com.au/interactive/2023/kaniva/


1991 2024

Case Study: Former Poultry Farm

• Residential estate built on former poultry farm notified as contaminated 



https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-03/pfas-contamination-residents-compensated-federal-inquiry/10576552
https://www.smh.com.au/national/national-coalition-launches-for-residents-of-country-s-90-toxic-sites-20180702-
p4zp1f.html 30

Williamtown, NSW
Katherine, NT
Oakey, QLD

National coalition launches for residents of 
country's 90 toxic sites

“The aim, he said, was to create a unified national 
voice that could force the government to clean up 
contaminated sites and compensate people for 

depressed property values and business 
losses”.

Case Study – PFAS

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-03/pfas-contamination-residents-compensated-federal-inquiry/10576552
https://www.smh.com.au/national/national-coalition-launches-for-residents-of-country-s-90-toxic-sites-20180702-p4zp1f.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/national-coalition-launches-for-residents-of-country-s-90-toxic-sites-20180702-p4zp1f.html


https://www.smh.com.au/environment/radioactive-waste-haunts-hunters-hill-residents-20111029-1mpb6.html

31

Nelson Parade, Hunters Hill, NSW

Former Uranium Smelter (1911-1915)

The government has bought contaminated 
blocks at 7, 9 and 11 Nelson Parade

Parliment inquiry recommending the site be 
decontaminated 



Lotsearch Sample – Hunters Hill

24/07/2024
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http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-07-23/cancer-cluster-fears-over-former-sydney-high-
school/
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Camden High School, Camden, NSW

School was built on the site of a Gasworks.

After deaths and illness, a class action 
against NSW Education Department is 

likely.

School was closed in 2001 after contamination 
was discovered in soil.



Lotsearch Sample – Former Camden High School
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Case Study: Spotless Dry Cleaners (Brunswick)

Premier Building and Consulting director Paul Simmonds 
said his company had "no idea of the level of pollution" 
when building began.

"We were astonished to find that large quantities of dry-
cleaning chemicals... have migrated onto our land from the 
adjoining property," he said.

CLEANING giant Spotless is mopping up after quietly ending 
a bitter seven-year legal stoush over contaminated land, 
knocking down a block of flats at the centre of the dispute.

The flats, in Barkly Street, Brunswick, sit on prime land but 
have never been occupied because of contamination 
leaching from a former Spotless drycleaning operation two 
doors away.

https://www.smh.com.au/business/cleaning-giant-to-mop-up-20100715-10csm.html

https://www.smh.com.au/business/cleaning-giant-to-mop-up-20100715-10csm.html


Lotsearch Sample – Brunswick
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http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-23/black-hill-residents-trash-ballarat-council-over-former-
tip/7537752
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Former Tip, Ballarat, VIC

Resident discovered that his property had waste 
underneath equating to the size of ten Olympic 

swimming pools.

Rubbish removal quote for $3.5 million.

Historical aerial photos highlight former tip. 



Summary



Property & Development Lifecycle

39

Advisors, Auditors, Architects, Asset Managers, Banks, Compliance, Contractors, Conveyancers, Councils, 
Developers, Energy, Environment Managers and Consultants, Insurers, Lawyers, Lenders, Planners, 

Property Groups, Real Estate Agents, Trades, Utilities, Valuers.

PRE-SALES PURCHASING / RENOVATIONS / DEVELOPMENT / RE-FINANCE / RE-ZONE / SALE

Lotsearch reports can be used by clients throughout the property lifecyle to identify potential hazards and risk



Industry Leading Solutions
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Contaminated Land 
Screening Report ($525)

Lotsearch 
Enviro Pro ($800)

"An advanced due diligence report which includes 

known contaminated sites, and also incorporates 

historical land use information helping to identify 

potentially contaminated sites.” 

Click here to download sample.

“This is the most advanced due diligence report which we 

offer and includes known and potential contamination 

sources as well as information on receptors, pathways 

and site characteristics.” 

Click here to download sample. 

"A standard due diligence report to identify known 

contaminated sites sourced from government public 

registers.” 

Click here to download sample.

Contaminated 
Land Search ($95)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zgmZdXnjNIdtJDp2epTTXQ-CGN2sCb5u/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dCEGc7sx6b_xhohrXYTSJbZeVmEAVTdM?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RwUeQQRvWYrdLY443KFtrpZorIv2TMdo/view?usp=sharing


Next Steps - How to Order
● We can help with single sites, property transactions, linear 

alignments, property portfolios and / or asset management.

● Visit lotsearch.com.au to order direct
● Email us support@lotsearch.com.au
● Phone us (02) 8287 0680

● Email: howard.waldron@lotsearch.com.au

Lotsearch Reports available on InfoTrack & Dye & Durham

24/07/2024
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mailto:support@lotsearch.com.au
mailto:howard.waldron@lotsearch.com.au


Our Quality Guarantee

Every record mapped, peer reviewed & 
quality checked!



Lotsearch Reports 
– Done Well – By 

Design!

Protect Clients 
From 

Environmental 
Hazards

Accurate &  
Comprehensive 

Data

National 
Coverage
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